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This week’s office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday 2-5 pm; Wednesday & Friday 10 am-12 pm A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 “Bloom where you’re planted.”  A friend of mine 
made use of this phrase recently and in jest regarding a mutual 
acquaintance who found himself in an unpleasant 
circumstance. I replied “how Kierkegaardian of you!”  By 
saying that I was not suggesting that Kierkegaard coined the 
phrase or that he even knew of it, but it does capture at least a 
certain aspect of his thought. 
 Two weeks ago, I had recommended The Lily of The 
Field and The Bird of The Air by the man himself (which I am 
sure you immediately raced out and bought).  In one of his 
discourses, he spent a fair amount of time considering 
blooming lilies and how in their blooming they conform 
themselves to the will of God by being and doing exactly what 
God created them to be and to do.  Then he asked that all 
important question, and this is a paraphrase, “Is a lily in bloom 
any less glorious when it is planted on a dung hill?” 
 This question was a departure point from which 
Kierkegaard demonstrated how different we are from the lily 
and why we need to learn from it (as Jesus says).  You see, if we 
were planted on a dung hill, we would more than likely pout 
and despise our lot and refuse to bloom until our 
circumstances were more to our liking; and so, don’t we say, 
“bloom where you’re planted” to others in order to support 
and encourage those whose life circumstance is pretty much no 
better than a dung hill.  We basically mean to say, “own that 
dung hill and show it who’s boss!” 
 However, I should say at this point that we need not 
only talk about dung hills.  There is also a sense in which we 
have learned to negotiate with ourselves and put off our 
blooming, hoping and waiting for just the right circumstance.  I 
can immediately think of things like, “I’ll start exercising on 
Monday.”  Really?  How often does that happen?  Which 
Monday?  Also, I’ve seen many times how young adults delay 
marriage or a religious vocation or young couples holding off 
on having children after marrying, just waiting for the right 
time.  The point I would ultimately like to make is that 
sometimes we stop living and put off living until the 
circumstances of our life are more pleasing to us and to our 
liking.  
 St. Irenaeus once said, “It is impossible to live 
without life, and the actualization of life comes from 
participation in God, while participation in God is to see God 
and enjoy his goodness.”  This quote, which is part of a larger 
text, provides at least in part the context of his most famous 
quote, “The glory of God is a human being fully alive.”   
 If we are displeased with our life circumstance or if 
we convince ourselves that we must wait for a better time and 
place before we act, then the problem is that we run the risk of 
refusing to live.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done. Have you 
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Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as 
oats, flour and rice.  Clients tend to prefer healthy options 
for food that are not so loaded with sugar.  The Food 
Pantry will also accept money donations as well. 
Charitable donations may be left in the basket at the 
entrance of the church.  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 
Immaculate Conception at 6:00 pm 

Confessions are available at 5:00 pm 
Rosary is prayed at 5:30 pm 

 
Sunday 

Sacred Heart at 9:00 am 
Immaculate Conception at 11:00 am 

Rosary is prayed at 10:30 am 
 

Wednesday 
Immaculate Conception at 12:10 pm 

Confessions are heard at 11:30 am and again after Mass during a 
period of Eucharistic Adoration. 

Needed: 
 

A couple more substitute volunteers for the 

flower watering team! 
 

If you can help, please contact Marilyn at:  

406-696-9293 



ever stopped to consider how difficult it is to pray these words of the 
Our Father with faith and true simplicity of heart?  Or do we like to 
imagine that the “kingdom” is over there somewhere and that the will 
of God has more to do with world events and major stuff, but 
certainly could not have anything to do with my poor heart and puny 
little life. 
 God is glorified in His creation.  Everything that He has 
made speaks of His power and of His perfection.  However, there is 
one important distinction between us (human beings) and the rest of 
the visible things that God has created, we have reason and will.  The 
lily blooms and is glorious and glorifies God even when it is planted 
on a dung hill, but it has no choice (and Kierkegaard knows that), but 
we on the other hand can do the one thing that no other visible 
creature can and that is to freely give ourselves to God and conform 
ourselves to His divine will out of love for Him.  
 Jesus says, “The Kingdom of God is within you” (Lk 17:21) 
and “My food is to do the will of the One who sent me” (John 4:34).  
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done.  The kingdom is within, and our food is to do 
the will of the One who created us.  God’s will is our food because to 
live is to live in God’s grace which is the life of the soul and a 
participation in His divine life and the very essence of our friendship 
with Him.  To possess the kingdom in our heart is all that we need, it 
is as the Lord says the “better” part and the “only thing” necessary 
and if we have that, bring on the dung hills! 
 Take some time this week with the Lord and converse with 
Him honestly and humbly about those things that displease you and 
prevent you from living because you want things in your life to 
change first.  Talk to the Lord about those things that you know you 
must do but you keep putting it off until Monday.  Speak to the Lord 
and confess your faith in His inscrutable wisdom and ask Him to 
instruct and correct your heart and ask Him for the grace to 
surrender yourself to His providence and to realize that if you do not 
bloom where you are planted today, honestly, you never will and how 
much poorer the Church and the Kingdom will be because of it. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 
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                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, July 29th 
Vigil of the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Repose of the Soul of Gail Herreid rb Teri Daigneault 
Sunday, July 30th 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Repose of the Soul of Kathy Ehlers, rb Rita Rehbein/ 
Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Wednesday, August 2nd   
Repose of the Soul of James Reese, rb Teri Daigneault 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$11,045 of $175,000 (9%) 

Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$2,775 of $44,500 (6%) 

 
I.C. Building Fund Progress: 

$1,400 of $20,000 (8%) 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Humbly asking for your prayers 
Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, 
Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, Vicki Weiss, Jason Avison, Floyd Smith, Nash Niemeyer, 

Richard Call, Bud Cheff, Jr, Donna Radtke, Bill Rueth, Jan Irwin, Monte Jenkins, Brady Hout.  
 

Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 
individuals wish to be publicly identified.   

 
Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers 

without ceasing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 
 

The Holy Father’s prayer intention for August 
 

For World Youth Day: We pray the World Youth Day in Lisbon will help young people to live and witness the Gospel in their 

own lives. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Carter Anderson, Matt Keck, Anthony 

Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time: 

Readings: 

FIRST READING: 1 Kgs 3:5,7-12 
RESPONSORIAL: Ps. 119:57,72,76-77,127-128,129-130; 
   R. Lord, I love your commands. 
SECOND READING: Rom 8:28-30 
ALLELUIA: Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.- 
Cf. Mt 11:23 
GOSPEL: Mt 13:44-52 or Mt 13:44-46 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

We can therefore hope in the glory of heaven promised by God 
to those who love him and do his will.92 In every circumstance, 
each one of us should hope, with the grace of God, to persevere 
"to the end"93 and to obtain the joy of heaven, as God's eternal 
reward for the good works accomplished with the grace of 
Christ. In hope, the Church prays for "all men to be saved."94 
She longs to be united with Christ, her Bridegroom, in the glory 
of heaven: Hope, O my soul, hope. You know neither the day nor 
the hour. Watch carefully, for everything passes quickly, even 
though your impatience makes doubtful what is certain, and 
turns a very short time into a long one. Dream that the more 
you struggle, the more you prove the love that you bear your 
God, and the more you will rejoice one day with your Beloved, 
in a happiness and rapture that can never end. (CCC 1821) 

I love You, O my God, and my only desire is to love 
You until the last breath of my life. 
I love You, O my infinitely lovable God, and I would 
rather die loving You, than to live without 
loving You. 
I love You, Lord, and the only grace I ask is to love 
You eternally. 
My God, if my tongue cannot say in every moment 
that I love You, I want my heart to repeat it 
to You as often as I draw breath.  

St. John Vianney 
Patron of Priests 

Feast Day August 4th 


